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National History Day (NHD) at Leon High School
Leon’s National History Day competition is scheduled for January 29, 2020.  It may seem like a long way off, but this project requires a great deal of preparation.  All World and US History classes are required to participate in National History Day.  It is a very creative way to study people and places and will count for grades in the first three-nine weeks.  Enclosed, please find an overview of the NHD project process.  For immediate information on how to prepare all aspects of NHD, please visit my website or the National History Day website at http://www.nhd.org.
A. Theme: “Breaking Barriers in History”
This year’s national theme is “Breaking Barriers in History.”  This is a brand new theme for NHD!  There is a LOT of room for interpretation of barriers: physical/mental, technological, political, social, environmental, ideological, theoretical, economic, and literal.  Be creative, but be prepared to defend your ideas!
Choosing a Topic

You must select a topic related to world (not American) history!  When doing so, please consider the date of your topic.  If the event occurred within 20 years of the present, it is too recent to be considered as a topic, because your analysis will be too shallow.  Topics from the distant past pose difficulty for acquiring necessary primary sources.  Choose your topic wisely!  Do not start your project until your topic has been approved! 
B. Choosing a Category

In addition to deciding on a topic, you must also choose an entry category.  There are five possible categories to select from when creating your National History Day entry.  
1. Documentary – a film, video, or computer-based presentation.  Must have a pre-recorded narration and transition without student involvement. (9-10 minutes)
2. Exhibit – visual display between 5’ and 6’ in height (500 original words maximum) No 3’ boards.
3. Historical Paper – 1,500 min. - 2,500 max. words (must be submitted electronically through Turnitin)
4. Performance – live theatrical performance with costumes, set pieces and props (8:30-10 minutes)
5. Website – must be built through the NHD website using their platform. Will be available early November.
C. Annotated Bibliography (20 sources minimum)
All entries must include an annotated bibliography.  The difference between an annotated bibliography and a standard bibliography is the addition of a short paragraph after each entry indicating pertinent historical or analytical information, and how that source was used to aid you in the creation of your project.  

       Sources: 10 Primary Sources + 10 Secondary Sources (minimum)
All annotated bibliographies must contain a minimum of 20 sources - 10 primary sources and 10 secondary sources.  
· A primary source is any sort of evidence that was written, created or produced during the time period of study.  Photographs, speeches, autobiographies, artwork, diaries, newspapers and original magazines (or their reproductions) are excellent examples of primary sources.  
· Secondary sources are created after the time-period in question.  Most books and websites qualify as secondary sources.

In addition to needing a minimum of ten sources in each category, you must vary the types of sources used.  An all-Internet annotated bibliography will not score as high a grade as one with a myriad of resource types (books, magazines, videos, newspapers, photographs, etc.).

D. Process Paper (maximum 500 words)
In addition to an annotated bibliography, all entries (EXCEPT FOR HISTORICAL PAPER) must include a process paper.  A process paper should not explain or give information on the topic of entry.  
The process paper should only have four paragraphs, each explaining one of four things: 
1. Why you chose your topic;
2. How you conducted your research;
3. How you developed and created your project;
4. How your project relates to the theme – this is the most important paragraph!
E. Due Dates
Here are the major due dates for your project. I am happy to accept all portions in advance!  
	Date Due
	Assignment Due
	Grade

	Tuesday, 10/15
by class
	“Entry Selection” handout 
	HW

	Friday, 10/25 

by class
	Rules for category – You must complete the worksheet that demonstrates knowledge of your category using the NHD website.
	HW

	Friday, 11/8 
by 11:59pm
	Fact sheet #1: (Not a handout.  Must be typed.  See website for details.)
· 10+ secondary sources recorded in proper MLA format
· Bulleted facts from source under each source, with application to project
· Submitted through Turnitin
	Quiz

	Friday, 11/15
by 11:59pm
	Topic summary essay:  Follow the guidelines provided in class to write an essay summarizing your topic. Submitted through Turnitin. (See website for details)
	Quiz

	Friday, 11/22
by 11:59pm
	“Thesis and Title” (through Turnitin)
	HW

	Friday, 12/13
by 11:59pm
	Fact sheet #2: (Not a handout.  Must be typed.  See website for details.)
· 10+ primary sources recorded in proper MLA format
· Bulleted facts from source under each source, with application to project
· Submitted through Turnitin
	Quiz

	Friday, 1/10
by 11:59pm
	Annotated Bibliography (Not a handout. Must be typed. See website for details)
· 10+ sources in proper format.  No more bullets – Expand your annotations
· Submitted through Turnitin
	Quiz

	Monday, 1/13
	NHD project check-in – Mandatory (IN CLASS ASSISTANCE, FEEDBACK)
	HW

	Tuesday, 1/21 by class
	Final (actual) project due (Beginning of class!) Papers must be uploaded to Turnitin.  Final Annotated Bibliography and Process Paper due in Turnitin. 

My room will be open extra early that morning to drop off exhibits, props, etc.  
	2 Test grades

	Tuesday, 1/29
	School NHD competition (for select projects in Media Center)
	EC

	Friday, 2/21
	District NHD competition (location TBD)
	EC


Want some extra assistance?  Attend help sessions with Rho Kappa or see me after school/at lunch!
NHD: Entry Selection

Complete and return by 10/15 – ONE PER GROUP!!!
Student Name:________________________________  APWH#: ________  Signature: _______________________________
Student Name:________________________________  APWH#: ________  Signature: _______________________________

Student Name:________________________________  APWH#: ________  Signature: _______________________________

Student Name:________________________________  APWH#: ________  Signature: _______________________________

If you are planning to have more than four group members, see me first.
1. Topic you wish to study (be as specific as possible): _________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How does your topic relate to this year’s theme, Breaking Barriers in History?*___________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  Why did you choose this topic?*________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Category:  
____Documentary   ____Exhibit   _____Paper     ____Performance  ____Website
Please read and initial: I understand the due dates and expectations for completing a project for National History Day.
 __________________________________________________

(Initials of ALL project participants)
* These are the basic concepts behind paragraphs 1 and 4 of your eventual process paper
Teacher section: Do not write below line

Teacher Feedback:
____Topic approved


____ Topic needs revision. Please complete the back of this paper with revisions based on feedback provided.


____Topic NOT approved.  Please complete the back of this paper with new topic information based on feedback provided.

Feedback/comments: 
NHD: Entry Selection - REVISED
Student Name:________________________________  APWH#: ________  Signature: _______________________________

Student Name:________________________________  APWH#: ________  Signature: _______________________________

Student Name:________________________________  APWH#: ________  Signature: _______________________________

Student Name:________________________________  APWH#: ________  Signature: _______________________________

If you are planning to have more than four group members, see me first.
1. Topic you wish to study (be as specific as possible): _________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How does your topic relate to this year’s theme, Breaking Barriers in History?*___________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  Why did you choose this topic?*________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Category:  
____Documentary   ____Exhibit   _____Paper     ____Performance  ____Website
Please read and initial: I understand the due dates and expectations for completing a project for National History Day.
 __________________________________________________

(Initials of ALL project participants)

* These are the basic concepts behind paragraphs 1 and 4 of your eventual process paper
Teacher section: Do not write below line

Teacher Feedback:

____Topic approved (Yay!)



____ Topic needs revision. Please see me.



____Topic NOT approved.  Please see me.

Feedback/comments: 
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